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Du LU E Ti Boc AND "Fn Smith Bravei l 
a yr OF THE’ Cami"X&p Forton, Rs Ri Companys! bi 
PEE: 4355. ees uj poe Bab he ast "T E Van: Buren, ‘November: 26th; 1860. Y: 
Ts His eiie Hm M.cBaeróg; o^ esc sns bee و‎ 
pU | ihe: ‘State'of Arkansas: te, G bar 
vER Sud beg-leave.to- report thé! progress; presetit, MTM 
afid: prospects’ of: the Little:Rock atrd-Fort Smith ی‎ bi 
Cairo: and: Fulton + aca CE و ی‎ 
Very. soon : 'afteri- the passage Gf: the: det: of: یووم‎ sof the 
9th February; 1853;-graniing" lands :to the States pf, Arkansas 
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and: Missouri;-for' railroad purposés >this: : company: Was: organ- 


ized: forthe purpose-of- carrying-ont;:i in part, the objects of: the 
grant, "Phe charter. was adopted’ on «the 7th. September} 1808, 
under the: ‘provisions ofan actof the Géneral Assembly, entitled 

“ Ah act granting eofpórüte powers for:certain purposes". -ap- 
OE 8th Jatuarty;-1851, and-stock - subseriptions were;sopn 
obtained-to-thé'amouit of $150,000. Inthe- spring of the-year 
1854, the fonte was ‘surveyed iíndér the direction ‘of competent 
engineers; and by'an sactof-thé General Assembly, appoved 
19th January; 1853, ‘tlie lands-alotig :the-linevof. the.road. were 
granted to’ the company; 'ás-fülly, in-all respeets; as the same 
had -been‘granted by Congress to the State, adopting, however, 


‘asthe: tdutey- the süriey-of-Capt. Joshua: 'Bariiey; from - Fort 


Siitith: by way öf Van Buren, oii the ‘north: side ef: the Arkan- 


Li 
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sas river, to Pope county, and from thence, the survey of Capt. . 
R. L. Hunter to Litile Rock. Soon after the passage of this 
act, efforts were made by the company to interest capitalists in 
the construction of the road, but. their efforts were unsuc- 
cessful. 

By the act of the General Assembly last atone to, the grant 
of lands was made to the company, on the express -condition 
that they should, ‘within four years from the passage of the act, 
complete ten, or grade twenty-five miles of the road. The 
company was anxious to comply with the requirements of the 
statute, but the available stock subscriptions did not seem to 
warrant the attempt, and it,was mot at that time deemed 
advisable to sell lands to raise means for that , purpose. Before, 
however, the expiration of the time limited by the act of As- 
sembly, the company made a contract with John J. Shoemaker 
for building.and,equipping the road. , He failed to comply with 
his contract, accomplished nothing, and abandoned the country. 


yet itis to be regretted that. a few individuals were swindled 
out of small amounts: by this unprincipled adyenturer. , The 


1859, released the company from their. obligation to, complete 
ten,or grade twenty-five miles of the road. within four years 
‘from the passage of the act ol 19th January, 1855. , The com- 
pany being deeply impressed with, the necessity and importance 
of. making further efforts to carry out the intention of Congress 


mined by resolution of the directory, at a meeting. of the 


terminus, and.proceed thence eastward in the direction of Little 
Rock; and for the purpose of obtaining means, to proceed with 
the work, it was determined by.resolution of the board to sell : 


twenty miles from. Van Buren, along the line of said road in 
the direction of Little Rock... Accordingly, a large amount of 
said land was advertised by the company, and offered for sale 
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. Fortunately, the company sustained no loss by his faithlessness, 


General Assembly afterwards, by an.act approved.1st February, 


.and the General Assembly, in making the grant of lands, deter- 


board, held at Van Buren,. on the 8th. day of June, 1859, to 
commence work on the road at Van, Buren, near its. western 


‘a part of. one hundred and twenty sections of the land granted 
. to the company, and included, within a continuous length of 
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at publie vendue, at the- “office ofthe. compatiy, in Van Buren, ۱ 


on ‘the 15th. day of November, 1859: It was soon discovered, 
however, that- the demand for Jand, was ‘exceedingly limited, 
aitd--consequently but. little | competition. , among. «bidders, 
Jt was therefore, deemed advisable, after selling- a few tracts of 
lánd, to discontinue the.sale, with the view: of selling at, private 
sale,.as opportunities, might offer, on more advantageous terms. 
.- On the. 3d of Decemter, 1859,.2 contract ‘was entered into 
arith Messrs. Waddell,:.Black, & Co., for .the grübbing. and 
clearing; grading and timber work, from Van: Buren to Ozark, 
a distance of about 32 miles, and work was commenced on the 
road ‘iri January last, arid continued, with a small force until 
July, when the company, for the want of necessary means, were 


compelled to suspend the prosecution of the greater: portion of . 


the work, For a description of the character. and amount of 
the work done, as well as for other usefal'and. interesting in- 
formation relative to the road-.I beg leave to refer. to the ac- 
companying report of, the chief engineer, J. H. Haney, esq. 
marked “ AS Eo CO Sos sd d 

` : Fhe company being anxious to. resume the: work at the ear- 
liest day possible, in, the- month of July last, soon after the sus- 
pension of, work, dispatched their agent, Col. R..J. T. White; to 
New. York, with instructions to effect a روم[‎ if possible, on the 
company’s lands, to enable them to proceed. with the work. 
This mission, I regret to‘say, was ‘not? successful, and conse- 
quently the work has not been resumed.. E A M a 

The land sales were made under author ity ۳ by the 
5th section of the act of Congress. of the 9th February, 1853, and 
the -acts of the General. Assembly granting , the: lands to the 
company. Itis-believed that the power of the company to make 
these sales -under this authority ought not to be questioned. 
The language. of the act of Congress, and its whole scope and 
spirit,,seems to warrant this construction. See opinion of Mr. 
Solicitor General Hempstead, of 28rd February, 1858. ; The 
whole amount of land sold, including the amount sold to Messrs. 
Waddell, Black & 'Co.,. im, part. payment: for work done under 
their contract, is fourteen hundr ed acres, but-very little. of which 
has been sold:above the minimum price ‘of two dollars and fifty 
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cents pêr acré. “When thé-éompáriy'first detérminéd to cor: 
uiénce work on tlie road, theif reliaticé for nieansto éarry:it on 
was the proceeds of the land: sales, and ‘moderate’ assessments 
on the stockholders, with tlie: expéctation, however, that the 
state would not ignore a-work of sich magnitude, but would; at. 
an'éarly day; extend to thém such adéquate aid as:would enable 
i them tó-eiplóy a strong force, and push'aheád the work:ener: 
1 getically. ۰ But they-hzte'been disappointed; The receipts from 
land sales, and assessments on stockholdets; have not béen. suf: 
ficient to enable 0 continue ee work. Hence the neces: 
, sity of its present suspension. ` ees a E ۱ 
‘It is understood that some exception has been taken to ۵ the 
action of the cómpary, in Commencing the Work-near the wes 
tern terminus, instead of beginning at the eastern énd of:.the 
road. - This is not conceived to be a matter of serious: impor- 
tance. Most of the' stockholders and ‘directors reside in the 
western part of the state, where most interest lias been ‘taken iri 
the construction of*the roád, and the.cenipany's.available4neàns 
being limited, it was thought, under all the circumstances; most 
proper to expend these'meanus convenient to-théir domieil; and 
under théir immediate: supervision: ` As soon, however,as it is 
possible for-the company'to-procure' means, it is their design to 
comiüercé work also ‘at‘Little Rock; and-progréss: westward. " 
“For an exhibit of the financial condition of the-company; 1 
beg leavé to refer to the iccompanying statement of: ‘the secre- 
tary, Mr. E. L. Taylor, niarkéd “B,” froin which it will appear 
that the entire expenditures of the company, from its organiza- 
tion up to the present time, are $26, 308 36, and that its pre- 
‘sent indebtedness is $4, 122 29. “The item: of. $13, 592- 05 for 
engineering may appear dispropórtionately large, but it: should 
be observed that over $9,000 of itis for expenses incurred in 
the original survey of Capt. Barney, and the residue only “has 
been incurred since the: ات‎ of Mess, H. Haney as 
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chief engineer. - ۱ RE 
lt is hardly nécessary to’ state that the company is: el 
ingly anxious to resume the prosecution of the work which they 
have been compelled reluctantly-to suspénd:- : But the question 
occurs; how are the mearis to be ‘obtaitied for this purpose? 
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Thé land grant, at*present, is not ayailable...:Under'a different 
épridition-of things; and at: a fature: day, after: a: considerable 
portion of the-road shall have been-graded, or.completed, these 
lands must: beéome’a‘solid® and: reliable’ basis’ of ‘credit, upon 
which thé company: may effect loans to enable.them.to complete 
the: road. But the.time. has: not yet.come to effect such loans: 
--The-aét'of-Congreéss-of: the:9th Feb., 1853,:.requires : the.road 
to: be-built. within ten, years from its passage, dnd if. this is not 
done, the land:remaining unsoldás to revert to thé United States. 
Although our company will ‘not be. able to: complete this road 
before’ the expiration’ of: the ten years, yet it is hardly to be 
doubted, but that. Congress, on application, will renew. and 
extend the grant; especially-if.the eempany ‘shall be.-able.to 
make good. progress in the prosecution of the work. .How is 
this timely progress to be:made? ~ I answer, otily by and through 
state aid, in some form or other; and under the present condi- 
tion of things, the. state being without credit’ abroad, this can 
-only-be done’by appropriations from such surplus monies as may 
be-in the treasury, including the swamp land fund of the Clarks- 
ville district. Ought not these appropriations. to; be made? 
Surely, the object is of sufficient importance.to enlist the ener- 
ziés'-of the state. ۰ The - first: in. magnitude,:.of the projected 
impróverhents'in tlie:5tütej-is.to be-ranked. the. Memphis and 
Little Rock ráilióad, and next-in importance, is the. Little Rock 
and Fort Smith toad, which is, in fact; but & continuation of the 
former: ‘The latter, connecting witli-thé.former at Little Rock: 
traverses: the valley of the Arkansas river.to.the Indian boun- 
dary at Fort.Smith. -The counties through which it passes, and 
contiguous eounties, north and sóüth, have nearly doubled in 
population, and quadrupled. in wealth, within the last ten years. 
The valley’ of- the. Arkansas, and its numerous tributaries 
between: Little Rock .and Fort Smithy contains. hundreds of 
thousands of acres of the finest-lands in the United States, but a 
very small part of „which, comparatively speaking, is in a state 
of cultivation. These lands are admirably. adapted to the cul- 
tivation: of ‘cotton, corn, wheat, ete. Under the vivifying influ- 
= ences of-a- railroad, extending to ‘this: region: of. the state; the 
facilities‘of constant’and-reliable ‘transportation, and uninter- 
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Arkansas-would:soon become:one; of. the most- prosperous and 


we have a country, lying directly west -of: Fort- Smith and.V an 
Buren, of great fertility, and almiost:unbounded.resourcés when 
fully developed, now oceupied by the: Cherokees, Choctaws; and 
Creek-Indians, and destined at no-distant day to-hecome pow- 
erful nnd prosperous states.of our Union, ‘with institutions and 
interests, in all. respects, similar to those: of Arkansas. `The 
productions, trade, and business of ‘this: region is already very 
considerable, but nothing- to what it will be. when its destinies 
shall be controlled ‘by great . and - flourishing. states." These 
extensive -districts of. country, with their almost unlimited 
resources, to be developed in the future, must rely ‘in a great 
measure on this railroad,, when built.for an | outlet: to BUR 
kets of the world. . : 2E E 
There also is the immense trade of New Mexico, which, with 
,a little publie spirit, ought. to be diverted to: Fort Smith and. 
Van Buren. Heretofore, the frontier towns of Missouri have . 
enjoyed a monopoly of this trade. But amore mild and'genial 
climate.on the Arkansas route to New Mexico, gives it very 
decided advantages:over the Missouri route, which ought not 
to be overlooked by traders. With such advantages, present 
and prospective, this road, if built, would not only develope and 
unfold the resources of western Arkansas, and, build up and 
establish its prosperity on firm foundations, but.would, in the 
very nature of things, be highly renumerative, from the fact 
that there -is no likelihood that a:parallel, or. competing road 
would ever be built within 100 miles north or south of it. The 
Arkansas river is wholly unreliable for purposes of navigation, 
aid could not compete with a railroad if it were otherwise. 
We are, therefore, in western Arkansas, without the means of 
certain, cheap, and easy transportation. We are at this time, 
for want of such means of transportation, paying, $8 or $9 per 
sack for salt, $12 or 13 per barrel for flour, exorbiant prices for 
coffee and sugar, and: nearly all other necessaries of: life, while 
several hundred thousand :dollars worth of merchandise, des- 
tined for western Arkansas and the Indian country beyond, has 
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desirable districts of country::in.the, Union. + In. addition to this; 


rupted communication with the rest of the: world, ‘ western 


> 


SSA ae 


Te mem me ene mg mY A— Án ime vane aeaa a TES TSE - voc = وم‎ E iene ates mame پیات‎ at - yea و نت سے ے‎ cr! 


9 


been detained, since last spring, at. various .points on the 
Arkansas river, for want of the means ‘of convenient, cheap, and 
reliable transportation. 

While, then, the state is: aiding other roads, may we not be 
pardoned for appealing to the enlightened liberality and public 
spirit of the General Assembly, to aid us a little, in this our day 
of weakness. . Other companies deserve assistance—we cer- 
tainly need it; and will not the legislature, without further 
delay, adopt a liberal and comprehensive policy in reference to 
all her roads, looking to, and ensuring their ultimate comple- 
tion? Our friends who live near the Mississippi river do not 
labor under the inconvenienees that we do, and they ought not, 
and.it is to be hoped will not withhold their aid and support 
from measures looking to the improvement.of the western part 
of the State. The west, too, ought to act liberally and fairly 
towards the east, and also towards the northern and southern 
sections of the state, and this should be reciprocated. It is, 
therefore, most earnesily to be hoped that the General Assem- 
bly will, at its present session, take a bold and decided stand, 


and assume the responsibility of inaugurating a new era in the ` 


history of internal improvements in Arkansas. Other states are 
moving ahead with giant-strides in the race of improvement, 
while we move with tardy and reluctant-steps. We: have all 
the elements 01.5 great and powerful state, and with our pro- 
jected railroads completed, Arkansas would very soon take 
position with the proudest of her sisters. ~ Let the state, then, 
give us a helping hand, and aid us in our great enterprise. It 
will inspire,confidence among the people, and stimulate us to 
renewed and more zeálous efforts to prosecute the work to its 
completion. 
All of which is respectfully submitted.. 
JESSE TURNER, President. 
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B Derarrmenr L.R.& F. S. R. Co,,. | 
Van Buren, Nóvember 15th, 1860. 


To the Presi ideut and Directors of the Little ' 
. ^* Rock and Fort Smith Railroad “Company: 
GrntLEmen——The following report upon the opérations: of 
the engineer depártmént, is respectfully submitted... 
Agreeably to your ‘instructions, ‘a party ‘was placed in the 
field in' the month of July, 1859, and the first division of twenty 
miles eastivaid from Van Buren, was définitely located, and 
apptoxiinate estimates ‘of the quantity and cost of the ‘work 
made, preparatory to receiving ‘Proposals from contactors for 
its construction.’ a "E ۱ 
"The line adopted does not vary greatly from the one recom- 
mended By Capt. ‘Barney, your former chief engineer, being 
generally a little ‘south of it, and ‘is, I am convinced, the best 
that etan be had. Accompanying the ‘report of Capt. Barney, 
a large and finely executed map is given, carefully delineating 
the topographical features of the entire route from Fort Smith 
to Little Rock. ۱ 


~ 


The section of country traversed by this survey is intersected 
by several important streams, tributary to the Arkansas, and 
having a general southerly direction, thus presenting a very 
undulating profile, and rendering necessary upon some parts 
of the line the adoption of steep gradients. 


1 


The twenty mile point: is reached on the western slope of the * 
» high ‘ridge dividing: thé waters of Mulbery river and White? 
Oak creek, and the surveys were here terminated. The last 
two miles cannot be regarded as definitely located, as this must 
depend upon the topography of the hilly region beyond, to the 
mouth of White Oak, and more minute surveys will be neces- 
sary in order to determine the precise location of this part of 
the fir t division. I | 
The location of the liné nto. aid through the city of Van 
Buren; depended wholly upon the kind of bridge to be erected 
over the Arkansas river at this place. . Capt. Darney adopted 
and estimated for a draw bridge: But I can never consent to 
‘the erection of a draw bridge, where it can be avoided by a 
moderate increase of expenditure, as in this case. For the 
purpose of having the subject considered in its financial aspects, 
a statement of the character and cost of four different plan 
that were contemplated; were submitted to you last February, 
E when it was left by you to my own judgment to decide. It is 
not necessary here to enumerate the considerations that urged 

me to adopt a high grade in crossing the river, so as to allow 

the free and uninterrupted passage of steamboats at all seasons, 

- suffice to say that nothing embarrassed me more in the deter- 
mination of the question than the recorded preference of Capt. 

Barney, an experienced and able engineer, for a draw bridge. 
My convictions, however, Iam unable to remove. The line | 
running upon the bench of ground north of Mr. Bostick’ s hotel, 
^ was therefore’ adopted, and the bridge site will be just below 
the residence of Maj. John Henry, where a fine, approach is 
afforded by the mountain side. Frog bayou will be crossed.by 
a bridge of 150 feet span, and Mulberry river by a single span 
of 220 feet in the clear. 


P 
To 


un 


ce MÀ ox uoce a Mee Se QE mam DR 0.8 TT | 
z 


m * 


x. 


[me] WR 1 Oi وه‎ 


ura 


3 "M z 5 
ma memi mr Meno que t 


"ww 


e 2 = EJ - ۱ 
A ۲ & "* 


* "18. 2" 


p s 


E 
The following i is an exhibit of d characletistia of the a 


“Division. ۱ i ۱ uic Sh 
ALIGNMENT, TEC 
+ LENGTH IN FEET. an ai 
ااام ر وا سس‎ 
M" $^ و‎ $ % 
o? -|^R We EEK 
e D ست‎ Q mq 
Suv e. 9 ocs Degrees . 
pL- a a3 "os Du 
E p OR (85 را ی‎ RA | Sis 
59.39 n jee NECI 
18.82 » ' “50 ° 4d.-45m 
177. : 
189. ‘ its 1 40 
555.1 
561.19 600 .9 00 
169. - > 
800. 3100 15 30 
995: tok ‘ 
933. . 800 (8 00 
937. ' ; ۱ j 
954. 1700] 17 00 
1056. : 
5,600 2,500! 54d. 55m. 


It will thus be seen that 69650 feet, equal to 18.87 miles, or 
92 perf cent. of thé whole distance, is straight line, and 1.63 
miles, or 8 per.cent. curved: line, with a minimum radius of 


5,730 feet. Y CP : 
GRADIENTS. 
: "Class. . . ` Miles. . - Percent. of whole distance. 
Level چ‎ 986 < "* , 50 
20 to 30 feet per mile, 1.85 l 9 
30 to 40 <“ <“ e ۱ 47 12 
40 to 50 <“ < «¢ 0.60 3 
50 to 60 <“ <“  « . 446 22 
85 Teo. C095 ۹ | 0.76 ° ~~ 4 
20 00 — ` ` 100 


Regarded as opposed to the passage of trains, the grades are 
arranged as follows: 
Miles going 


+ Class. r East. W est. 
————————— — سسا‎ 
Level and descending........- eee eee heme eee hn i 14.74 15.19 
2U to 39 feet per mile, ascending . Vb fra aa e a an .0.96 0.89 
30 to 40 <“ < HONDA DRE. led idea 1.54 0.93 
40 to 50 s sw « OS Bo ues a ka d epa eoe Rat 0.39 0.98 
50 to 60 = < « ٩۳5: uero وی‎ eqs Rut uis 2.44 ` 2,02 
85 ee 46۰ X TEES m —— ee rome | 0.76 

` 20.00 20.00 


0 
yf 


It will be-seen ‘at a glance that 50 per: cent: of: the whole 


۰ at 0 نگ‎ v av ۰ ۰ ۰ ۰ e. rt oj? 
, distance is level grade, and that trains going in either diréction * 


will have 75 per cent. of. thé whole distance level and descend- 
ing grades. The sum of ascents is, going east, 234 feet; going 
west, 249 feet. 


In some instances short*steep sadenie have bee preferred 
to long light ones. The maximum gradient of 85 feet per 
mile, ascending westerly- from Frog: bayou, may be reduced to 
a 52.8 feet per mile, gradient 6, 800 feet in length, but to do so 
now is inexpédient, as it would double the quantity of masonry 
at Frog bayou, and nearly quadruple the quantity of excava- 
tion on section six, which is already quite heavy. This part of 
the line is on the most favorable ground to be found for miles , 
up and down this stream. There is onê gradient of 56.08 feet 
per mile, 3,400 feet in length on the eastern slope of the divide 
between Little Mulberry and the low bottom north: of Vine 
Prairie lake. There. are none others exceeding 52.8 feet per 


mile. ^M 

It may be remarked that the maximüm gradient of' 85 feet 
presents no obstacle ما‎ the successful operation of the road. 
Muth heavier gradients occur, and for miles in lerigth, on many 
of the roads traversing the mountainous regions of Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. Engines of ordinary weight ànd cost may 
be obtained, sufficiently powerful to move with ease -a load 2: 
200 to 250 tons up an 85 feet gradient. : 


CON STRUCTION. 


Provision has thus far been made for a first nds railw Way. 
The timber will be,cleared off 50 feet on each side of the line, 
and all trees eutside of this limit that are liable to il across 
the track will be felled. , 

The. width of excavation will be 18 feet’ at ات‎ which 
affords ample room for side ditches. Embankment will be 13 
feet in width at grade. : 

The gauge, it is presumed, will be 5 feet 6 inches; the same 
as the Memphis and Little Rock road, of which this is properly 
a continuation. I desire, however, to:remark that much 
unnecessary expense might be saved in the outlay for perma- 
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nent -way,rolling stock, and in the daily operation of the road, 
by the adoption of a narrower gauge. - Experience, no less 
than simple caleulatien, demonstates that fer all purposes of 
utility the narrow gauge of 5 feet, or .even 4: feet 8j inches is 
ample. In any.system of railways, uniformity.of gauge is of 
the,utmost importance to the interests of all. Sound economy 
would. therefore dictate that the legislative authority of the 
state.be brought to bear upon the subject, so as to ۳ this 
important and desirable.-end, ۱ P 

Soon after the completion. of our survey, . proposals were 
invited from contractors for the construction of the first division. 
On the 3rd.of. December,.a,contract was entered into with. the 
firm of Waddell, Black: & Cos composed of Messrs, A. Waddell, 
Samuel Black, R. B. Sycafoos and W. R. Waddell, all of Ohio, 


for:the grubbing and clearing; grading,-masonry and timber | 


work, from Van Buren to Ozark, à point: on the Arkansas riyer, 
a distance of about 32 miles. 

_The estimates upon which your proceedings were based! were 
for the above mentioned work, and in addition, the right of 
way, cross ties, and Arack:laying, for the 32 miles, $284,000, 
which according tọ- the terms of the contract required to be 
raised in money $142,000. The engineering expenses should 
not exceed $10,000. .. Upon this representation, it was determ- 
ined to undertake. the, work, and 1 am able to repeat the. assur- 
ance that these-figures are about correct, provided the work be 
pushed forward with ordinary energy and speed. It is but 
justice to remark tliat the expenses for engineering would not 
have been much greater, if. the entire work ori this division of 


the road.had been in-process of construction. It is not neces- ^ 
sary. now to present. to you estimates of the cost.of bridge super- — 


structures, iron for tracks, rolling stock, ee etc., as they 
can be furnished whenever desired. 

Work was begun about the, middle of January, and a width 
of one hundred feet-cleared from Van- Buren to the line of 
Crawford and Franklin counties,. a distance of sixteen miles. 
Grading was begun on section 3, where rock was encountered, 
and pushed steadly forward for nearly three months, when the 
sub-contractors abandoned it and left the country. The work 
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was immediately re-let by the contractors to Mr. Lynch of Van 
Buren. Grading and masonry was soon after commenced | 
sections 2 and under Mr. Lynch, and on 19 and 14 ۰ Mr. 
A. G. Smith, and driven forward by.smàll forces until July, 
when it’ became apparent from causes best known to yoursel- 
ves that it could not proceed much further. It was,'therefore, 
determined to suspend the grading during the hot months of 
summer, when it was expected that more efficient measures 
would be adopted to raise the means requisite to its further 
prosecution, and only the masonry ordered to proceed. ‘It was 
highly important that the foundations of such bridges as: Flat 
Rock, Frog Bayou, and others should be secured while the water 
was at its lowest stage, and ‘the contractors were’ directed. 
to proceed energetically with this part of the work. Nothing, 
however, has been done upon these important structures, while 
conttäry to orders, grading continued upón some portion of the 


work. 

It is my duty' to acquaint you with all delinquences upon the 
part of the contractors, and the above is only’ vie of the repeated | 
flagrant violations of the terms of the: "&ontraet, by refusing or 
neglecting to comply with the orders of the engineer depart- 
ment. 

You are aware that a serious and apparently insurmountable 
difficulty exists "between: ‘the eontraetors,:one of them, upon 
whose reputation and experience our main reliance was placed 
in the outset, refusing: to work in ‘connection with his ċo- 
partners, forbidding all transfers of land, "and. protesting 
against the use’ of his name. ` Unless this difference, which 


` has been a source of great annoyance to the .officers of the 


company, and especially to this department, be reconciled in 
some way between the contractors, and without further preju- 
dice to the interests of the company, I cannot hesitate to urge 
it upon you that the contract ought to be declared forfeited. 
Sufficient causes exist to warrant the step, and the power to do 


so is expressly conferred upon the company’s engineer. 
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